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Template for ERN Bilateral Cooperation Agreement with
Associated National Centres and National Coordination Hubs 
stating policy objectives

In accordance with the Statement of the ERN Board of Member States on the definition and minimum recommended criteria for Associated National Centres and National Coordination Hubs adopted in the Board meeting of 10 October 2017 and the Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2019/1269 of 26 July 2019 amending Implementing Decision 2014/287/EU[footnoteRef:1], I the undersigned (add name of person and role in institution) as authorised representative of (add name of institution that the agreement is being signed with) has received, read and understood the governance documents of ERN (add name of ERN: …….…).  [1:  https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019D1269&from=EN] 

We agree to participate in the activities of the ERN as described in the areas outlined below:
Information on the Affiliated Partner:
	Healthcare Provider’s name (native language)[footnoteRef:2]: [2:  Official name recognised by the national authority.] 

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Healthcare Provider’s name (English)[footnoteRef:3] : [3:  Official name recognised by the national authority.] 

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Address:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Website:
	

	Chief Executive Officer of the Healthcare Provider:
	Name: Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	Tel.: Click or tap here to enter text.
	E-mail: Click or tap here to enter text.

	Representative of the Healthcare Provider (contact person) for the ERN:

	Name: Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	Tel.: Click or tap here to enter text.
	E-mail[footnoteRef:4]: Click or tap here to enter text. [4:  Please ideally provide us with a functional mailbox that we may publish on the ERN website.] 



Signed on (add date): Click or tap to enter a date.
	[Signature]
	[Signature]

	Chief Executive Officer 
of the Healthcare Provider

	ERN Coordinator




	ERN activity
	Policy objectives for the AP
	ERN
	Timeline (to be agreed by AP and ERN)

	Referral of patients to the CPMS
	Affiliated Partners (APs) will act as hubs at national level in the area of expertise of the ERN – where cases cannot easily be dealt with at national level they can be considered for referral to the CPMS. If there is more than one AP in a given country, the APs should cooperate at national level. Member States will provide the ERN with clear written information on how multiple APs will cooperate at national level to refer cases to the CPMS, clearly describing how this process works in their country. 
	It is the decision of the ERN Coordinator whether to accept referrals of patients to the CPMS. If a referral is not accepted, an explanation will be given by the ERN Coordinator
	

	ERN governance
	AP has read and understood the ERN governance documents.
	ERN to provide governance documents and provide additional information as requested by the AP 
	

	CPMS
	AP to identify staff to be trained in use of CPMS, including informed consent and data protection rules. The AP is joint controller for the patients it enrols in CPMS.
	ERN to send a copy of the signed bilateral agreement to the Commission’s functional mailbox (SANTE-ERN-AFFILIATED-PARTNERS@ec.europa.eu). Once the signed bilateral agreement arrives to the functional mailbox and AP is registered in the Commission’s Service Directory, access to CPMS will be granted for the AP.
ERN will arrange CPMS training and support.
	

	
	AP to agree to upload at least X cases per year for panel review
	ERN to monitor use of CPMS by the AP, and ERN and AP participate together in each panel case discussion
	

	Registries
	If the ERN has a registry, APs commit to inputting the medical information of all pertinent patients into the relevant registry
	ERN to provide support and training if necessary on how to use the registry 
	

	ECP
	AP to agree to use the ECP for information sharing.
	ERN to provide guidance and training/support of how to use the ECP.
	

	Meeting participation
	AP will participate actively in regular ERN (virtual) meetings.
	ERN to notify APs of meeting schedules and provide guidance (and training/support if needed) on Webex.
	

	Clinical Guidelines
	Depending on the level of expertise, AP to aim to identify individuals who could potentially work with ERN experts on the development of clinical guidelines and algorithms.
	ERN to work actively with AP on guideline development.
	

	Training and Education
	APs can participate in the training and educational activities of the ERN.
	ERNs to ensure all training and educational activities are open to APs.
	

	Research
	Depending on the level of expertise, AP to collaborate on research activities.
	ERN to ensure that APs participate in ERN research activities as much as possible.
	

	Information dissemination
	APs will be added to the communication platforms of the ERN and will receive a regular ERN newsletter.
	ERNs to add APs to email and other communication distribution lists.
	

	
	APs will contribute to the development of patient information documents in their national language
	ERNs to include APs in development of standardised patient information
	

	Integration strategy
	APs will contribute to the development of such strategy.
	ERNs to develop and present the integration strategy to the ERN Board of Member States for their approval. 
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